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Dr. Debbie Warnock


Associate Director, McNair Scholars Program

Vermont State University - Castleton


Castleton, VT 05735

Email: debbie.warnock@vermontstate.edu


Cell: 206.617.6574


Experience:


Associate Director, McNair Scholars Program, Vermont State University - Castleton. 

March 2024 - present.


• Assist students from low-income, first-generation, and underrepresented backgrounds in 
applying to graduate school 


• Mentor students on independent research projects 

• Design, deliver, and evaluate curriculum targeted towards developing research skills 


Director, Educational Opportunity Program, SUNY Schenectady County Community College. 
2023-2024.


• Recruit and advise students from low-income, academically underprepared backgrounds 

• Oversee budget and reporting requirements

• Design, implement, and market academic year and summer academic programming 

Sociology Faculty, Bennington College, Bennington, VT. 2017-2022.


• Developed and taught classes in sociology of education, inequality, and statistics

• Collected and analyzed data and wrote research articles and reports

• Worked as co-PI on $100,000 Lumina Foundation grant 

• Supported first-generation college and low-income students through FLoW Initiative


Assistant Professor of Sociology, SUNY Cortland, Cortland, NY. 2015-2017. 


• Developed and taught classes in sociology of education, inequality, and statistics

• Collected and analyzed data and wrote research articles and reports


Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY. 2013-2015.


• Developed and taught undergraduate and graduate classes in sociology of education, 
inequality, and statistics


• Collected and analyzed data and wrote research articles and reports

• Wrote two National Science Foundation grants 


Visiting Assistant Professor of Sociology, Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY.  2010-2013.


• Developed and taught classes in sociology of education, inequality, and statistics

• Collected and analyzed data and wrote research articles and reports
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Research Assistant, Center on Reinventing Public Education, University of Washington, Seattle, 
WA. 2005-2007.


• Collected and analyzed data and wrote research reports for Gates Foundation funded 
projects


Research Intern, Social Computing Group, Microsoft Research, Redmond, WA. 2004. 


• Collected and analyzed data and wrote research articles and reports


Education:


Ph.D. Sociology, University of Washington, 2010. 

Dissertation: When Does Money Matter?  Examining the Effect of Parents’ Perceptions of Ability 


to Pay on Students’ College Expectations, Preparedness, and Enrollment

Comprehensive Exams: Stratification, Race and Ethnic Relations; Sex and Gender

Won Excellence in Teaching Award, 2010.


M.A. Sociology, University of Washington, 2006. 

Thesis: “The Tide that Lifts All Boats?  Charter School Enrollment and Segregation in Ohio’s 


Traditional Public Schools”


B.A. Psychology and German Studies, Vassar College, 2002. 


Areas of Expertise:


Sociology of education	 	 	 	 Stratification & inequality

Statistics for the social sciences	 	 	 Research methods	  


Selected Publications:


Hurst, Allison L., Vincent J. Roscigno, Elizabeth Lee, Debbie Warnock, David Brady, Colby 	 	
	 King, Anthony Abraham Jack, Kevin Delaney, Monica McDermott, Jose Munoz, Wendi 	 	
	 Johnson, Robert Francis, and Margaret Weigers Vitullo. 2024. “The Graduate 	 	 	
	 School Pipeline and First-Generation/Working Class Inequalities.” Sociology of 	 	 	
	 Education 97: 148-173.


Roscigno, Vincent J. Elizabeth Lee, Allison L. Hurst, David Brady, Colby King, Anthony 		 	
	 Abraham Jack, Kevin Delaney, Monica McDermott, Jose Munoz, Wendi Johnson, Robert 
	 Francis, Debbie Warnock, and Margaret Weigers Vitullo. 2023. “Mobility and Inequality 		
	 in the Professoriate: How and Why First-Generation and Working-Class Backgrounds 	 	
	 Matter.” Socius 9:1-30.


Mauriz, Renata, Julio Reyes, and Deborah M. Warnock. 2021. “Where Do We Begin? 	 	 	
	 Establishing Support Services for First-Generation College, Low-Income, Working-	 	
	 Class, and Undocumented Students.” In Social Class Supports, edited by S. Ardoin and 	 	
	 G. Martin. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing.


Warnock, Deborah M. 2019. “Race-Based Assumptions of Social Class Identity and their 

Consequences at a Predominantly White (and Wealthy) Institution.” In Intersected 
Campuses, edited by W.C. Byrd, S.M. Ovink, and R.J. Brunn-Bevel. New Brunswick, 
NJ: Rutgers University Press.
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Warnock, Deborah, Allison Hurst, Will Barratt, and Jocelyn Salcedo. 2018. “Student Perceptions 

	 of Campus Climate by Social Class Background.” In Evaluating Campus Climate at U.S. 	

	 Research Universities, edited by K. Soria. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Press.


Warnock, Deborah M. and Allison L. Hurst. 2016. “"The Poor Kids’ Table”: Organizing Around 

an Invisible and Stigmatized Identity in Flux.” Journal of Diversity in Higher Education 
9: 261-276.


Warnock, Deborah M. 2016. “Inequalities at the Outset: Racial, Ethnic, and Socioeconomic 

Differences in Parents’ Perceptions of Paying for College.” Journal of College Student 
Development 57: 503-521.


Selected Grants, Awards, and Fellowships:


Opportunity Fund for Bennington Youth, Vermont Community Foundation, Student to Student 

College Access Mentoring Program Funding, January 2018-December 2019, $3,500.


Lumina Foundation Planning Grant to Study Equity in Work-Integrated Learning Co-PI, 

Bennington College, November 2017-June 2018, $100,000.


Erasmus Mundus Fellowship at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj, Romania, June 2017.

Haines Fund Grant to attend SUNY Diversity Conference in Albany, NY, SUNY Cortland, 2016.

Dissertation Fellowship, West Coast Poverty Center, University of Washington, 2009.

Cameron Fincher Dissertation Fellowship and Award for Best Dissertation Proposal of the Year, 


Association for Institutional Research, 2008-2009.

Fulbright Research Fellowship in Berlin, Germany, 2002-2003.


Selected Conference Presentations:


“Class on Campus: Investigating College Transitions and Perceptions of Belonging among First-

Generation, Low-Income, and/or Working-Class Undergraduate Students,” with Eve 
Mefferd. Paper presented at the virtual annual meetings of the American Sociological 
Association, August 2020. 


“Constructing College Pipelines for Working-Class Students in Rural Vermont,” with Kelsey 

Broadfield. Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological 
Association, August 2019 in New York, NY.


“Race-Based Assumptions of Social Class Identity and their Consequences at a Predominantly 

White (and Wealthy) Institution.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, April 2019 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.


Selected Professional Activities and Service:


Member and Co-Founder, Steering Committee for FLoW (First-Generation, Low-Income, or 

           Working-Class) Campus Network, Bennington College, 2017-2022.

Member and Co-Founder, Task Force on First-Generation and Working-Class Persons in 

           Sociology, American Sociological Association, 2017-2023.

Chair, Working-Class Academics Section, Working-Class Studies Association, 2018-2019.

Member, Advance VT Youth Working Group for Postsecondary Education Continuation, 2018-

           2019.

Member, Provost’s Invited Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, SUNY Cortland, 

           2016-2017.

Member, Persistence to Graduation Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, University of 

             Louisville, 2014-2015.
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Skills:


Research Tools 

- Proficient in Qualtrics, Microsoft Office, Google Suite, and Zoom


Statistics Packages

- Proficient in SPSS and Stata 


Languages

- Proficient in German
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